PTO/SB/0aA(1CM)1) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

UrriefthePapervsoflc Reduce 



r Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Sheet 



1 



Of 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10.780.026 



02/17/2004 



William E. Rodgers 



6734-CIP-DIV 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Eniriner 
Initials " 


ate 

No. 1 


Document Number 
Number • Kind Code 2 (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name gj raieniee or Mpjaicani t» 
Cited Document 


Pages, Col 


urms. Unes, Where Relevant 
assages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


t?PS 


A 


US- 565,681 


08/11/1893 


G.E. Hutton 








B 


US- 3.949,538 


04/13/1976 


Woodruff 








C 


US- 3,998,033 


12/21/1976 


. Watkinsetal. 






RPS 


D 


US- 4.337,610 


07/06/1982 


Taylor 






R"te 


E 


US- 4.343,136 


08/10/1982 


Le Tixerant el al. 






RPS 


F 


US- 4,459,795 


07/17/1984 


Le Tixerant, Eric 






RPS 


G 


US- 4.472.925 


09/2571984 


Woodruff 






Rps 


H 


US- 4,480.427 


11/0671984 


Conrad, Ulrich 






TO 


1 


US- 4.495.752 


01/29/1985 


Simpson, Roy G. 






EPS 


J 


US- 4,495,753 


01/29/1985 


Simpson, Roy G. 






PPS 


K 


US- 4,524.569 


06725/1985 


Hanna, Thomas 8. 








L 


US- 4.565.055 


01/21/1986 


Simpson, Roy G. 






-in 


M 


US- 4,722.171 


02/02/1988 


Meroth, Erwin 








N 


US- 4,798,043 


01/17/1989 


Wyse 








O 


US- 4,999.980 


03/19/1991 


McGowan, John C. 






UPS 


P 


US- 5,079,904 


01/14/1992 


Berube, Dennis J. 






RPS 


Q 


US- 5,088,611 


02/11/1992 


Purdy, Howard A. 






RRS 


R 


US- 5.615.539 


04/01/1997 


Graham, Lewis V. 








S 


US- 5,660,031 


08/2671997 


Clark, Don M , etal. 






RPS 


T 


US-6,202,393 B1 


03/20/2001 


Myter, Ronald J. 







i FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Oats 
MM-DO-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant 

Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


T* 


Country Code' - Number 4 - Kind Code 6 {if 
known) 


RPS 


U 


GB 2264218 


08/25/1993 


Spencer Theresa 
Mary 








V 


GB 2310123 


08/20/1997 


Raffaelti Gillian Irene 








W 


DE 29720858 


01/15/1998 


Druecker Otto 






RPS 


X 


DE 19731635 


02/05/1998 


Hassenjuergen 
Heinz 



































Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Oraw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional) . 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 
5 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-ietter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of 
the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document 9 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the 
document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 9 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement This form Is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the Individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office. Washington. DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner tor Patents. P.O. 
Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 



MW\1083I42AMH:KAB 



Best Available Copy 



PTO/SB/08B(10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

UnferlfiePapfirwg^^ 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



(use as many sheets as necessary) 
Sheet | 2 



Application Number 



Complete If Known 



Filing Date 



First Named inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/780,026 



02/17/2004 



William E. Rodgers 



Attorney Docket Number 



6734-CIP DIV 



OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials * 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of 
the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 






Y 


Lt/\ a oAv*-no, iiNu. - woven & i\nn tissue - www.ieasacrvs.corn - d/ajuz, pp. »-o, u.o. - internet 






Z 


STATE LINE TACK. INC., Catalog pages 128, 131. 179, 160. 72, 73 - Available as of March 2002, U.S. 






AA 


STATE LINE TACK. INC.. "State Una Tack Premium Nylon Halter With Snap" - 7/23/2002 - 
www.statelinetack.com - U.S. - Internet 






AB 


CONGRESS LEATHER, 'ARABIAN SHOW HALTERS" - www.congressleather.com - pp. 1-3 - U.S. - 5/22/2002 - 
Internet 




RPS 


AC 


EXCLUSIVELY ARABIAN, "Brown and Gold Halter - www. EgypUon-arabian.com - 5/22/2002 - pp. 1-3 - Internet 






AD 


SHOW STOPPER TACK, INC., "SS Weymouth Show Bit" - www.showstoppertack.oom - 7/19/2002 - pp. 1-3 - 
U.S. - Internet 




RPS 


AE 


DIAMOND R SADDLERY, "Curb Chains, Straps & Headstalls" - www.diamondrsaddlery.com - 7/19/2002 - pp. 1-6 
- U.S. - Internet 




RP5 


AF 


TURNER'S SADDLERY & WESTERN WEAR, "BITS" - www,tumersadd!ery,com - 6/20/2002 - pp. 1 -4 - U.S. - 
Internet 




RpS 


AG 


HORSE DATA. "Points of a Bridle" - www.horsedata.co.uk/points_of_a_bridle.htm - 2-2 - UK - Internet 




RRS 


AH 


BROWN PAULA. The Humble Halter - Worth a Second Look" -www.clipclop.com - May 22. 2002 - pp. 1-3 - U.S. 
-Internet 




Rf6 


Al I 


HORSE HEALTH USA, "Riveted Leather Halters" - www.horsehealthusa.com - May 22, 2002 - pp. 1 - U.S. - 
Internet 




RP5 


AJ 


An English Translation of German Patent DE 19731635 





Examiner 
Signature 


p. Q/oUtD^ 


Date 

Considered 





"EXAMINER: Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation Is In conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation If not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

1 Unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office. Washington. DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents P 0. 
Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 



MW/1083142AMH:KAJB 



Best Available Copy 



